
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 
St Ives 

13/2/13 
 
Issues Raised: 
 

1. Complementarity with Cornwall Local Plan (CLP) 
CLP has already identified large areas for extra housing development, can the 
Neighbourhood Plan disagree? Is the process back to front? 
 
Cornwall Local Plan goes to consultation later this year, 
Neighbourhood Plan would add extra detail, but cannot conflict. It could identify priority 
areas for development and priority areas for protection.  
Both plans could be drawn up side by side. 
 

2. Green Spaces – does this include the sea, e.g. dredging? 
 
No, only areas covered by the Town Council. 
 

3. Should developers and landowners be involved? 
 

4. Will it make any difference? 
 
Concern was raised that numerous plans and strategies have been drawn up in the past and 
had no impact/been discontinued.  
 
Concern was raised that the process will be overseen by Cornwall Council, who have made 
very unpopular planning decisions for St Ives in recent years.  
 
Response came from several sources: 

 If St Ives does not have a Neighbourhood Plan, we have no way of opposing or 
directing development at all, 

 We can employ our own local planning advice, 

 Cornwall Council doesn’t have a definitive plan for St Ives. It is up to the town to give 
them one.  
 

5. Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group must be representative 
 
Concern was expressed that the process for selecting the Steering Committee to put 
together the Neighbourhood Plan must be correct, and must ensure that the resulting group 
are truly representative of St Ives communities. In this respect, we need to lay the right 
foundations, not necessarily take the quickest route.  
 
Response came from several sources: 

 All people who have expressed interest in being involved in the Neighbourhood Plan 
at the three initial meetings, hold a further meeting to decide how to appoint a 
steering group.  

 We can use experience from front-runners of the Neighbourhood Plan process in 
other areas, i.e. how did they select their groups?  

 Ensure representation of groups no ordinarily involved in these types of decisions, 
e.g. young families, elderly people, children. 



6. What about the longer term? 
 
Concern was expressed that the process must be started in the right way in order to ensure 
the long-term viability of the Neighbourhood Plan. After it has been drawn up, it will require 
ongoing monitoring. i.e. will it be used and not just sit on a shelf? Can it be altered in the 
future? 
 
One suggestion was to consider the Steering Group continuing as a long-term group to 
oversee the future use of the Neighbourhood Plan. And to specify that developers must 
consult the Neighbourhood Plan before submitting applications.  
 
 

7. Are other local Town Councils adopting a Neighbourhood Plan?  
 

Yes, most are still at the consultation phase. St Erth are about months ahead.  
 

8. The meeting concluded with a unanimous vote in favour of the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
KEY SUGGESTIONS  
 

 Be proactive, e.g. identify affordable housing as a priority; include art space, recreation 
space, retail space etc, i.e. influence the nature of the town. 

 Use previous strategies and plans drawn up for St Ives to inform the Neighbourhood Plan 
process.  

 Use the next meeting to discuss how to set up a truly representative steering group and how 
to lay the right foundations for a sustainable plan.  

 Use social media to reach more people, i.e. facebook and twitter.  

 Make greater use of the Town Council website to publicise the process and make 
information available, including about the CLP process.  


