
Neighbourhood Plan Meeting 
St Ives Guildhall, March 27 2013 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting by advising that, with the upcoming election, it would be prudent to 
wait until after May 2 to form a formal Steering Group for the Neighbourhood Plan. However in the 
meantime, work could be started by Topic Groups. The Topic Groups will carry out the bulk of the 
work and feed into the Steering Group. 
 
He advised that the parameters of the process had shifted slightly since the initial scoping meetings, 
following training and advice from forerunners of the Neighbourhood Plan process. i.e. the 
Neighbourhood Plan is not independent of the Town Council, it is a partnership between the Council 
and the community. Therefore the Steering Group should also include a number of town councillors.  
 
The following issues were raised: 

 The Topic Groups need to have a mix of skills, i.e. administration, research, planning advice 
 

 The Topic Groups need to be fluid, i.e. with information flowing between them 
 

 The Neighbourhood Plan process needs ‘out of the box’ thinking, i.e. different venues for 
meetings in order to reach whole community, e.g. schools 
 

 All meetings should be open to the public 
 

TOPIC GROUPS – SUGGESTIONS 
 
Following a debate on the issues important to St Ives area, the following Topic Groups were 
identified: 
 

1. HOUSING 
2. TRANSPORT 
3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INCLUDING RETAIL, TOURISM, EMPLOYMENT 
4. OPEN SPACES   INCLUDING FARMLAND, CONSERVATION 
5. BUILT ENVIRONMENT  INCLUDING CONSERVATION, DESIGN, HARBOUR 
6. CULTURAL HERITAGE 
7. AMENITIES AND FACILITIES 
8. COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION 

 
With an over-arching group focusing on INCLUSIVITY.  
 
It was suggested that each group: 

 Have members from a range of ages 

 Have members from all areas, i.e. Lelant, Carbis Bay, Halsetown, St Ives 

 Revolve meeting venues around the different areas 

 Have a mix of skills, i.e. note taking, IT, research etc.  

 Maintain a focus on inclusivity and reaching all parts of the community 
 
It was suggested that people from each area on different Topic Groups can form parallel Area 
Forums to discuss issues specific to their area.  
 
Those present at the meeting identified which groups they would be interested in being part of. But 
this is not an exclusive membership.  



 
It was suggested that all groups advertise for interested people to join them in the local press, radio 
etc. to encourage as wide a participation as possible.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
To be carried out by Town Clerk’s office: 

 Arrange meetings/Open Forums for each Topic Group 

 Advertise in the local press 

 Contact local interest groups to invite them to participate 
 
 
 
 
 


