
Culture & heritage - additional survey responses 
 
Halsetown 
Halsetown should be a heritage site – no to complete house alterations.   
 

Carbis Bay 
It is a shame to lose all the characterful buildings to flats. 
 
Protect as much of St Ives town as possible to preserve its character.  
 
Save the character of the area before its too late. The plans that must have been passed are in 
danger of this already, buildings that have been replaced could have been renovated to serve the 
community’s changing needs. 
 
Prevent demolishing of lovely properties Treloyan Avenue. 
 

Protection for the historical character of Huers Hut and Hain Walk Lookout. 
 
traditional industries, yes - ‘as long as you don’t have to build the building!! 
 
All existing fishermen's net lofts should be preserved. 
 
Protection of Historic Character - Trencrom, Knills Monument, Hayle Foundry area, Area around St 
Uny Church 
 
Preserve rail link St Ives – St Erth 
 
Protect Knill Steeple. 

St Ives 
It's worrying that although town councillors in St Ives protect the interests of the town, once 
planning decisions get to county level our local concerns are often ignored or overturned. St Ives is 
beautiful as it is – it needs careful conservation and development by local people who know and 
understand it. It needs to adapt by respecting the history of the area and the sense of place.  
 

Start a St Ives biennale to involve all galleries and using marquees on car park spaces in Downlong 
and beach huts. 
 
Planning in St Ives has been poor for years: Little care taken with the historical town; poor placing of 
new buildings in recent years; shop fronts not controlled – even St Ives own policy not carried out – 
why?; county planning officers show contempt for local views; neighbourhood plan will be good if 
allowed to work and if strong at outset; the last few years have been a disaster for the St Ives 
environment, this has to stop now; if not St Ives will turn into monochrome sameness in a few years; 
if the charm if lost the ‘jewel in the crown’ will be gone forever, and that will be fault of St Ives own 
people.  
 
St Ives needs to be kept unique. Make sure ‘owners’ abide by planning regulations – no change of 
character of properties in harbour, Downalong area. We are in direct competition with other seaside 
towns in Britain so need to keep out individuality please.  
 
Put a stop to any more granite houses being pulled down.  



 

Unfortunately the buildings are becoming ugly! People come here for – beautiful beaches/land and 
quaint historic buildings, please do not let it go like another ugly Spanish resort (overbuilt).  
 

All these artists!! And very expensive studios that few can afford. And no art materials shop to ‘feed’ 
all these artists. Suggest take examples of that and how to promote for tourists from abroad, e.g. 
clean attended toilets! Improve all facilities for the disabled aswell, most important.  
 
I would like to see sensitive conservation of St Ives and its surrounds which would preserve its 
unique qualities. Where new building is necessary to make sure the best of modern design is 
incorporated and not just bad design covered in traditional materials. Also, that it is sensitive to the 
scale of surrounding buildings. Green spaces are an important part of the town and should be 
carefully protected. 
 
Seems a good idea, if maybe five years too late. But at least we are waking up to the fact of greedy 
incomers (I’ve lived here 42 years and husband and his family were born and bred here) devastating 
what makes this area unique.  
 
Use of stone/granite in any future buildings. There are some excellent examples of good design and 
sympathetic buildings around the county, why not here? 
 
Extend conservation area, perhaps down Bullans Lane and include granite terraces on both sides of 
the valley.  
 
Prohibit future use of gardens in said terraces as concrete etc parking spaces, many spaces have 
been sold off for huge profit and scarring forever the unique character of the area. Owners can get 
parking spaces in existing car parks. 
 

Protect historic character of town up to Lower Stennack. 

St Ives is fragile & unique & should be handled VERY CAREFULLY in order to preserve its character & 
quality for the future.   
 
Protect Godrevy.   
 

Conservation area, listed buildings to be extended 
 
St Ives to be ‘smartened up’ and marketed as a culture/heritage site 
 
Extend conservation area 
 
Enough artists' studios already. 
 
I understand that St Ives has  to progress and look to the future but over the last few decades the 
quality of life and the unique look of St Ives has been ignored.  So now is the time to think carefully 
and preserve the heritage. 
 
Artists studios with affordable rents. 
 
If the Conservation Area boundaries were extended it would strengthen the powers of the Town 
Council to preserve, and/or develop St Ives sensitively and according to the needs of local residents. 
 



Planning over the past 50 years have blighted this beautiful town which has been defaced into an 
ordinary seaside town particularly as I have lived here for nearly 70 years and family has been in the 
town for 600 years.  
 
The Tate – money is poured into this development and everyone from outside the area flocks to this 
building. I work in a shop in St Ives and hear what they say about it and how disappointed they find 
it. Apart from an elite few, most people don’t ‘get it’, don’t see the relevance of the exhibits to St 
Ives, are distinctly underwhelmed and certainly won’t go back. It astonishes me that yet more dosh 
will be lavished on this building for an extension. Why? They don’t use what they have properly 
already. Sincerely – people I know who go regularly, go for the tea shop. Really…This building has so 
much potential to showcase the best of Cornish art but won’t get its modernist head out of its 
contemporary butt to do so and this alienates 90% of its patrons.  
 
Protect historic character of residential Victorian granite terraces in St Ives & other. 
 
Protect historic character of  the Warren. 
 
You're ruining the heritage of the town - I work in a hotel & get comments all the time on how they 
expected more quirky local shops!  Stop mass profit & support the community. 
 
Too many historic houses (former artists Victorian colony) have been demolished. Stop now! 

 
I have heard that the council are looking to increase the ground rent for St Ives Sailing Club which 
may threaten its future. I would strongly oppose this. I am not a member of the club but having 
sailing in St Ives is part of its DNA and needs to be cherished. Rant over! Heritage is more important 
than parking spaces. 
 
The museum yes its tatty and needs renovation. I pray it’s not turned into holiday flats 
 
St Ives Theatre such an asset to the town. The acquisition of the Backpackers would make it even 
more versatile 
 
Fisherman’s Lodge important to the area. 
 
Follow the excellent example of The Archive Centre and invest time and money in making the 
museum viable and popular part of the community. 
 
Gaining World Heritage Status 
 
Neighbourhood plan should meet the needs of the neighbourhoods primarily so that happy 

neighbourhoods reflect a good community spirit for those that live here no those that only visit. 

Visitors should enable the resident community, not the other way round.  

Allow artists to hang their work all along the seafront, once a week from Arts Club to end of harbour.  

I would like to thank the town council for the opportunity to express my views. The publicity and the 

guildhall event were very well done. St Ives is called the ‘jewel in the crown’ of Cornwall and 

maintaining its character is our duty to future generations. We welcome visitors to share this, but 

the residents make the town real and should not be neglected and dismissed. We provide the 

services and facilities to the visitors, which is why they return year after year.  

 


