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Neighbourhood Plan Survey Results Analysis for the Built Environment Group 
 

Question – Should the Neighbourhood Plan protect the following from being built on?  

 Public open spaces 96% said YES 

 Beaches, coastal areas and estuaries 98% said YES 

 Private gardens 79% said YES 

 Trees and woodlands 97% said YES 

 Footpaths 98% said YES 

BE group- there is a wish to prevent ‘infill’ of private gardens  

 

Question – Do you think there should be protection for the historic character of the following?  

 Downalong 99% said YES 

 St. Ives Harbour 99% said YES 

 Carbis Valley 85% said YES 

 Lelant Village 87% said YES 

 Halsetown 79% said YES 

 Specific buildings of cultural interest 97% said YES 

BE group – there is a desire to protect the historic cores of our communities and also specific 

cultural buildings.  We need to consider how this is best achieved - possibly by extension of the 

Conservation area.  By whichever means we seek to achieve this we will need to understand how 

we can ensure it is effectively implemented. 

 

Question – Would you like to see the following improved visually?  

 Bus station 77% aid YES 

 Royal Square 71% said YES 

 Sloop Car Park 51% said YES 

 St. Ives Harbour 45% said YES 

 St. Ives Station 44% said YES 

 Main road Lelant to St. Ives 43% said YES 

 Market Square 37% said YES 

 Other 17% said YES 

BE group – there is support, although perhaps not as much as there might be, for enhancing the 

appearance of key areas.  The Bus Station comes out as most popular for enhancement; this, and 

the associated restaurant, was also frequently mentioned in the free-style responses. Does the 

relatively poor level of support reflect a poor understanding of what ‘improved visually’ could 

mean or achieve?   
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Question – Do you think the use of traditional materials (granite/slate) is important in new 

developments?  

 95% said YES 

BE group – we should incorporate a requirement for new developments to use traditional 

materials into the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Question – What do you think the balance between conservation and development should be? 

 More Conservation Balance between 
the two 

More Development 

Halsetown 42% 47% 11% 

Lelant 53% 42% 5% 

Carbis Bay 47% 47% 4% 

St. Ives 70% 29% 1% 

 

BE group – the view is that there should be much more conservation in St. Ives.  This was also 

reflected in the free-style responses where there were a large number referring to the gross 

overdevelopment of St. Ives. 

 

Question – Do you have any comments on recently constructed buildings?  

Overwhelmingly the comments were negative.  Overall the responses could be summed up by “Yes, 

they are ugly and not in keeping with the area” 

 there were a huge number of negative comments referring to the Porthminster Hotel 

development particularly the part with the faux lighthouse 

 lots of comments referred to Lelant Saltings  

 other often mentioned buildings were Morwenna Apartments, Roach’s garage site and the 

restaurant at the Bus Station 

 a large number of buildings with one or a few mentions including Poynton Studios, Belyars 

Croft/Woodside and Belyars area generally, developments above the Meadow, Porthmeor 

flats (too high), Stennack flats (just past Bullan’s Lane - too high), Godrevy Terrace 

overdeveloped, balconies on St. Eia Street, Talland House flats, wooden houses on Clodgy 

View, Barepta Cove Apartments (light pollution), Weatherspoon’s pub, Tate (out of keeping 

with granite cottages of Downalong), overdevelopment of Carbis Bay beach area and around 

Tesco’s, edge of cliff at Hawke’s Point (out of character + too high), St. Peter’s Street next to 

Barber the Barber, extra storeys on houses in The Warren, Fishermens lockups on Smeaton’s 

Pier, the mural, flats converted from shops on Fernlea Terrace, concrete jungle near Leisure 

Centre, building work opposite Engine Inn, Beach Cafe’s (Porthgwidden, Porthminster, 

Porthmeor), development next to Cost Cutter at Carbis Bay, buildings at Talland and Consols 

(built on property boundaries and feels overcrowded) 
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There were very few positive comments; these referred to the following buildings:- 

Porthmeor Studios, Tate/Tate extension, Chy-an-Porth restoration, the cottages next to Beck’s, 

Poynton Bradbury offices both Downalong and Trelyon Avenue, Nankervis Court at Carbis Bay, 

Porthmeor Beach Cafe and West Beach Cafe 

A flavour of the sentiments expressed:- 

“There is a lack of traditional materials being used. These materials have a better longevity than 

newer materials that look really old and tatty quickly. I think traditional materials should be a must 

on new developments.” 

“Recent buildings neither display an attempt at cutting edge design nor attempt to look traditional” 

“Let’s keep some kind of context with our unique characteristics in contemporary developments” 

“New buildings need to be ‘in-keeping’ with their surroundings but practical too e.g. modern inside 

but traditional on the outside” 

BE group – overwhelmingly the view of recently constructed buildings is negative.  The site 

(including infill), size (particularly height), density of buildings, materials and design are all 

criticised.  There is a desire to see developments that are in-keeping with their surroundings and 

that use traditional materials but this does not preclude good contemporary design.  

 


