
St Ives Area Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Built Environment priority projects for the St Ives area for the next 15 
years 
 
Conservation / retention of character 
 
 retain St Ives character - replace cobbles in pedestrian streets where necessary, keep it 

all looking like the picture postcard it is! 

 Retain character 
 To preserve the unique beauty of this area and maintain lively premises and areas. 

 To make use of existing buildings and restore derelict ones (if financially viable). 

 Protection of Downlong area 

 No more development or if there is, it has to be in keeping with our history and in 
keeping with other local historical buildings. 

 Conserving and maintaining Downalong and the Harbour areas, that's what I remember 
most from my first visit in 1962 and what takes my breath away on a bright sunlit day! 

 Protection of the character by rigorous planning controls. The area is becoming too 'tidy' 
and overdeveloped 

 Stamping out inappropriate development, it seems some people - developers/council 
members - are more interested in making quick money rather than safeguarding OUR 
towns and villages, this HAS to stop or it will lose what makes US special 

  Policy to discourage developers turning St Ives into another Torquay.  
 keeping all historic buildings, strict control on new build demolishing recent eyesores! 
 to maintain its character, that is why people come here & when its gone so will they!  

 Keep St Ives for what it always has been loved for 

 Neighbourhood plan that limits development in St Ives conservation area (& surrounding 
woodland / farm areas) 

 Somehow tackle the problem of greedy developers ruining the look & feel of the area 

 STOP BUILDING APARTMENTS on tiny plots......stop converting buildings into tiny 
holiday lets.....  Consider the beauty of St Ives....look at what is already there and 
celebrate the beauty! 

 Conservation of the things that make the St Ives area so special is vital. Any unavoidable 
new build must be unobtrusive and in keeping with the character of the area. 

 To protect what is left of the historic culture 

 No more building sites. The town is being spoilt by the mass of new buildings & is rapidly 
losing its charm.  The same applies to Carbis Bay & Lelant. Let us keep them as they are 
so that people will still enjoy them for their beauty & historical interest. 

 To maintain and look after what we've already got, its very special and needs TLC!  

 To retain its special character and not be destroyed by too much development and 
building of houses not required..  

 preservation of historic character & cultural history which makes it unique globally & 
internationally famous 

 all of St Ives in the town, no structural change no development only improvement 

 The reason visitors come back to St Ives is due to its look, its sands and beaches, its 
water quality and its 'not over developed' nature. The top priority should be to conserve 
and maintain what we have already and not to knock down and redevelop. 

 Protect its heritage and appearance. 

 Conservation, maintaining the status quo, looking after what we have as a town. To 
retain, as far as possible, the existing properties in Dowanalong and other areas to be 
retained. No demolition of older buildings and replacing them with ugly 3/4 storey 
apartment blocks.   



 Don't do any more development. Leave it now. To conserve at all cost the historic 
buildings, value of St Ives in relation to its scenic value, fishing and art history, as well as 
its value as a seaside beach resort. 

 To preserve the uniqueness of old St Ives, get the balance of housing right, not to spoil 
the visual beauty of the town we all love 

 Lelant village preservation of granite buildings. 

 to protect the remaining buildings of st ives history and character. 

 To make sure that we don't end up like Newquay. Just to keep our own quaintness. 

 sensitive building (and homes for local people) 

 Conservation - pull down all flats that have been built in last 5 years; Restore St Ives to 
its historical roots 

 No more inappropriate building 

 Stop building and sort out the infrastructure. The unique beauty of St Ives, which visitors 
come to see is rapidly being obliterated. 

 Affordable - but attractive- homes should also be a priority. Large houses could be 
turned into apartments, keeping the original facade. 

 Over-development of the town should be a major cause for concern. Efforts should be 
made to protect the unique character of St Ives by ensuring the historic features of the 
town are not compromised by ugly new developments. If possible, the conservation area 
should be extended. It should not only be a matter of preserving the historic and beautiful 
but also re-instating traditional features - granite cobbles, hard-wood window frames and 
slate roofs etc 

 Do not destroy our history. Do not destroy our granite houses 
 Employ architects who use granite, slate & stone - NOT glass & chrome 

 Restrict over-development of a beautiful area to preserve the history & ambience. 

 Keeping character of St Ives 

 Extending the Conservation Area beyond the centre of St Ives. 

 Stop destruction of existing buildings to put up apartments 

 stop over development. visitors come here for something different. We don't want it 
ending up looking like everywhere else or what's the point in coming all this way. 

 Conservation - not sure  

 to restore St. Ives to the quaintness of the past to be a museum for all to see  

 Carry out an audit of the state of all the buildings in the Conservation Area & take steps 
to extend the CA e.g. to protect the 'classic' terraces 

 Do not over develop the St Ives Town. Retain the qualities that exist now which are 
based on it not being over commercialised or dominated by excessive building. That 
said, there are a number of projects such as the Porthminster Hotel extension that is 
over bearing and not in keeping with the ideal of low level nonintrusive buildings. 

 Working to improve what is here, keep open space.  

 To stop over-development and to ensure that new building is in keeping with its context. 
New buildings should fit in with the roof lines of surrounding buildings and reflect the 
surrounding architecture - whether old or modern. Gardens should be protected to 
provide green space and help prevent flooding when there is heavy rain. Applications to 
replace one dwelling with multiple dwellings should ensure that adequate parking is 
provided on site eg no fewer parking spaces per household than the original household 
enjoyed and that garden space is provided. 

 All that elected authorities need to do is simply look after the place. Protect it from 
greedy avaricious developers, maintain its character and ensure that the public realm is 
immaculate. Surely Councillors go abroad - go and see how the French the Germans 
and the Dutch manage their heritage towns.  And try not to be ashamed. 

 Take a step back, and then a long, hard look at what we want St Ives to represent. 
Should we have allowed so many old shop fronts to have been ripped out and replaced 
with aluminium and glass? Perhaps future development should look to restoring the 



original charm and character of the old shops and buildings.  If we persist in demolition 
and modernisation then St Ives will become just another soulless seaside town. Tragic. 

 To conserve the character of the town and the beaches and coastal environment. The 
beaches have not been mentioned in this survey which seems strange as they are the 
main attraction for visitors. We must protect them from any additional building or cafe 
'creep' (building balconies etc which protrude on to the beach). The quality of sea water 
must be protected (sewage etc) and the beach environment preserved.  Beaches must 
remain open to all and not hemmed in my commercial developments. 

 An overall view of the visual impact of the whole town. A place which is planned to match 
and compliment the stunning coast and the reason why so many people love it, either 
local or those who return year on year. 

 In general terms to CONSERVE and maintain what we have and not to demolish and 
redevelop buildings of character and those that represent areas of interest.  People visit 
St Ives for what it is, not for what they want it to be. 

 Preserve the harbour and downalong. Ensure that new buildings are in keeping with the 
local stone construction. Meadow flats are an eyesore. 

 Development of existing dilapidated buildings rather than eating into more of the 
beautiful landscape. 

 More sensitive development - no more getting the most number of flats etc from a 
property with a garden.  gardens need too be protected 

 CONSERVATION ! 

 To maintain the unique character of the St. Ives area. That's what visitors come here to 
enjoy 

 Conservation of the things that make the St Ives area so special is vital. Any unavoidable 
new build must be unobtrusive and in keeping with the character of the area. 

 Strong control of future development. The more the town loses its character the less 
attractive it will be to tourists. Tourism is the lifeblood of the town's economy 

 To improve the general appearance of St Ives. Having a strong policy of conservation in 
'old St Ives'.   

 Stop all UNNECESSARY building. Use empty properties for local people. Conserve the 
character of the town, restrict development not inkeeping with the historic appearance of 
central St Ives. Try to protect old buildings such as Dean Court which has now been 
demolished, force developers to convert rather than demolish. Don't let St Ives turn into a 
faceless modern town. Keep the wow factor of the cobbled streets and beautiful 
beaches. Don't let others ruin it for their own profits. 

 To keep St Ives a unique place to live & to have as a tourist attraction. 

 Preserving our unique town - people come because we are DIFFERENT. If we change 
into any high street / town people will go elsewhere! Stop big brands, encourage unique/ 
local business, stop mass development PRESERVE ST IVES !!!! 

 Keep Downalong as it should be 

 cosmetic improvement & repairs 
 Generally keep St Ives as it is & loved for the atmosphere 
 More conservation of old buildings of historical interest & less new obtrusive garish 

buildings. We need to concentrate on conservation of buildings of unreplaceable 
historical interest & keep the St Ives area of attraction to the holidaymakers 

 Maintaining the charm & character of the town & surrounds . No more development in 
central St Ives, maintenance & enhancement of old properties. Much already lost due to 
'developers' 

 To list many more buildings in the town & extend the Conservation Area to include the 
Edwardian terraces. 

 The preservation of Lelant as a conservation area. How can you have a conservation 
area with traffic destroying it? (Build the bypass) 



 To preserve the "uniqueness" of the village of St Ives not to make it full of expensive, 
modern flats, to preserve the small cobbled streets and have appropriate businesses in 
that area. To have small appropriate houses but maintaining the separate villages. 200 
houses is too big 

 Curb ever increasing building and what is built should reflect the traditional style of the 
area. 

 Ensure we do not lose any more character from the area and develop existing or new 
property which is really affordable for those living locally. 

 Preservation of unique setting and character. 

 Preservation of the character of the area as a place to visit and live. Upgrading of poor 
accommodation to add value and generate wealth. 

 Stop more and more development, the Town and outlying areas are losing their 
character. 

 Keep it beautiful and don't allow it to lose its character even while allowing for  
change/modernisation 

 Retain St Ives character - a small gem attracting millions of visitors 
 Rogue builders both large and small over developing historical areas.  

 To preserve the history, character and beauty of St Ives. To ensure that any new building 
in the area is sympathetically designed to fit in with existing buildings and landscape. To 
preserve the history of Lelant and to ensure that it remains a village in its own right and 
not an add on to carbis bay. To support farmers so that they do not need to sell their field 
to developers. 

 Extending the conservation area of St Ives. 

 To stop new development and to promote re-development of existing buildings so the 
character of the area remains. 

 The conservation area should be extended to include the Victorian and Edwardian 
terraces. Too many are converting their gardens into parking bays and removing front 
walls and architectural details.  

 Stop the character being destroyed by over development 

 Keep it in the old style of St Ives, as if too modern it would ruin St Ives character,  

 To create a beautiful environment for visitors to enjoy St Ives.  

 providing a great experience for the people who visit the area every year to enjoy the 
combination of the unique combination of built and natural environment, industrial and 
artist heritage and outstanding land and seascape. 

 
 
Development (type, design etc.) 
 Improve the quality of building design & building materials in new developments. 

 No more new buildings in town centre 
 To stop building ugly futuristic blocks - ruining the landscape. If houses need to be built 

could thought be given to making them attractive and a pleasant place to live. 

 To stop over development, such as big blocks of flats. 

 To stop over-development - blocks of flats. 

 Do not keep adding on to buildings. 

 Do not use stainless steel and glass. 

 Good architectural and environmentally sustainable building. 
 unwanted flat accommodation in inappropriate positions 
 Stop the ridiculous amount of over development down-town - it's getting really ugly and 

more like Blackpool every year.  

 Don't congest the place with too many houses and flats. Concentrate on schools, better 
road structures and providing better access to GPs, local shops and transport.  

 control development  



 Stop building before it's too late 

 Some of the design in recent developments has been very good. Particularly in the use 
of traditional materials. Make it a planning provision for developers to contribute to the 
street design too. Use their expertise! 

 No more housing developments and encourage people to keep older buildings in good 
repair. 

 Reduce development of large apartments blocks etc. within the town.  

 Very carefully considered development. No more inappropriate developments or 
buildings. 

 Keeping the balance between older areas of St Ives with the instigation of homes for all 
population particularly younger adults & families. 

 To stop more apartments & flats being built  

 Outlaw turning town houses into multi occupancy dwellings. Increase year round 
occupancy of existing housing stock. Reduce the number of second homes.  

 Less building houses and apartments. Keeping St Ives and the area outside from being 
over developed and spoilt. 

 Stop the overdevelopment 
 New developments to be curbed and regulated to enhance, not detract, from the area. 

 
 
Improvements to public realm 
 Improve harbour front 

 The harbour, wharf road and and the market place need to be made worthy of a town 
like st ives. New street furniture, new railings, new single road and pedestrian surface, 
new lighting new seating, new boardwalk. 

 smarten up the harbour area - it is a tourist attraction 

 Make the whole harbour area a more pleasant place to visit. Shop fronts, the road, the 
railings, the bins, everything needs a boost/updating/restoring. The holiday industry is 
the life-blood of St. Ives and I feel it is taken for granted that people will come 

 General tidying up of the harbour area 

 Improve the Harbour visually and have better rubbish provision for businesses and 
visitors 

 I would like to see the area in front of the Lelant church cleaned-up, re-instated with 
grass, and bollards to prevent parking on the grass areas.  The same applies to the 
Costcutter parking at Carbis Bay. 

 To clean-up, repair and prevent parking on the green verges and public areas in the 
greater St.Ives (borough) area. 

 Not everything should revolve around tourism. I look around when I walk my dog and see 
sad areas that need TLC just for the locals. We pay so much for services but standards 
of general tidiness in communal out of town areas is dropping. 

 sort seagull problem before it gets any worse, make improvements in accordance with 
the huge amount of tourists - more bins, recycling points etc…. 

 Stop people putting out clapper boards along the sea front and discourage shops from 
using the walkways for seating The entrance to St Ives is marred by the over use of 
advertising on Romanos in Carbis Bay.The lights are tacky and should be removed.Do 
we really want Benidorm without the Sun??? How are they allowed to have such a tacky 
appearance? 

 Improved recycling collection. Get rid of all the multiple bags. This is madness in a town 
with no space, then swap all the large bins for slim ones. The bins all over the place in 
summer looks awful. Recycling points in town for visitors. The present provision is worse 
than poor. 

 Better town signage for drivers and pedestrians. St Ives is very confusing for first time 
visitors. 



 Focus on improving the streets visually, in particular from the train station into town. The 
approach between the bus garage and Tregenna Hill is awful. Gabriel street could also 
do with some attention 

 Making the Town attractive to tourists, nurturing the remaining fishing industry, 
refurbishing and revitalising old buildings and street fixtures and fittings (signage), 
Restricting traffic at peak season, keep streets clean of litter and dog mess. 

 At the moment I feel some areas looking uncared for, e.g. the band room and buildings 
next door. At the end of the day it is not just the harbour front that is St Ives, it all counts. 

 Pedestrianisation of areas for more alfresco dining 
 Street cleaning, furniture, signage, recycling 

 Control of business premises signage 

 Bins off our streets, waste management. Bins removed from Harbour Front! 

 Protection for Downlong area. Too much lost already to fast food shops & cafes with the 
accompanied street rubbish - a magnet for seagulls & vermin. 

 The improvement of the public realm.  

 less obtrusive waste bins on the Wharf 

 start up-grading facilities & appearance 

 Clean up town centre & bring back the flowers & make everywhere welcoming to visitors 

 To smarten up the area in general. The bus station waiting room a disgrace as long as I 
can remember. Building between the meadows & Porthmeor café, what an eyesore, it 
will fall down before much longer. 

 Being aware of fact we need visitors to come and to take away with them the very best 
impression they could have of our very beautiful town and its people 

 Maintaining the Harbour area in good order keeping our beaches and sea clean. 

 Improve harbour front - new railings, remove bins from harbour front, they are an eye-
sore, more floral baskets during the summer. 

 balancing traffic needs & traditional appeal  infrastructure stressed ! - too much housing 
development 

 Tarmac replaced - wharf, Porthminster, High Street, Tregenna Hill/Place, Stennack - with 
cobbles. 

 Tree lined streets - Carbis Bay Road, Stennack, Royal Square, Ayr Terrace. 

 Attractive rubbish bins and seating, especially on pathway up to Park Avenue and 
Trenwith car parks. 

 No more murals on walls like on Stennack - looks out of place. 

 
 
 
For demolition / restoration 

 get St Margaret's Hotel sorted, clean up what we have & make Carbis Bay & St Ives 
clean & proud places to live in (a beautiful place Cornwall) 

 doing something with St.Margarets (Hotel). 

 Get rid of the St Margaret's hotel in Carbis Bay and redevelop the area. 
 Remove eyesore of St Margaret's Hotel even if it's only demolishing it. 

 st. margarets hotel development. 

 There are plenty of buildings that are in disrepair. e.g. St Margaret's hotel, Carbis Bay 

 Redevelopment of St Margaret's hotel site in St Ives Road, Carbis Bay 

 Parc an creet garage - eye sore in the area. 

 Restoration and reuse of the old 'Palais de Danse' building which looks in danger of 
collapse and has been empty for years.  Prime site in centre of town, must be a priority 
project. 


