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For further information on Series 3 of the St Ives Trust Talks and videos please visit !
http://www.stivestrust.org/trust-talks/  !!
Mark Pearson is the independent Chair of the Cornwall Design Review Panel. He is a practising 
Architect and Urbanist. Responsible for the Architecture Centre, Devon and Cornwall. Formerly a 
Senior Lecturer at University of Plymouth and Director of the Architecture Centre, Bristol. He has 
worked on behalf of CABE throughout Devon and Cornwall.!!
Old and New: Places and the Pursuit of Good Quality!!
 Mark Pearson introduced his talk by explaining although he is an architect this talk would focus on 
the techniques and processes that are required by urban design. He commented that the walk to 
the Porthmeor Studios through the streets and lanes of St Ives served as a good reminder that the 
interest of St Ives does not lie with individual buildings but in the assemblage of these buildings 
into streets that form the pattern of the town. He suggested that the loss or gain of any individual 
buildings doesn’t destroy this; provided that the evolved urban pattern is understood and respect-
ed. He suggested that there is too much focus on building elements but to understand building, we 
need to look first at the place as a settlement in the landscape and understand how the pattern of 
the town has emerged into the form we have today. This was illustrated with some town plans and 
how these have formed into urban patterns. He challenged the audience to investigate the urban 
form of St Ives as part of the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan and suggested an exercise to 
identify nodes edges and paths. He briefly explained space syntax; a theory and method for the 
analysis of spatial configurations. It can be used to analyse the form of towns and identify com-
mercial hotspots.  !i!
Settlements not only evolve slowly but to be sustained have evolved in the right place. There is a 
legal framework that underpins this spatial framework, that of land ownership. Planning is about 
detailed matters and as an example he highlighted how the join between public and private space 
informs the good quality of the urban environment.!!
The speaker then illustrated a housing scheme in Totnes (South Gate) as an exemplar of devel-
opment. This is an exemplar not only for the architecture (that was awarded overall winner of the 
2009 housing design awards  ) but the method of procurement used. South Hams District contains ii

one of the country’s hotspot second home markets and this affects the housing options for people 
on local incomes. The local authority tied together parts of the town with a plan to build the maxi-
mum number of new homes to cross subsidise affordable provision. The original brief had not 
been well received locally, so the community group Design our Space in partnership with South 
Hams District Council and local architects produced new proposals. South Hams then formed a 
development partnership with the main contractor and local Housing Association to deliver the 
homes. With a well-conceived plan for urban infill the environment of the town has been improved 
and the bold initiative of the local authority has resulted in housing that is needed located in the 
right place. The scheme has been commended for integration worthy of national attention; the in-
tegration of the planning authority, local people, architect and development team. Mark comment-
ed that this is an ordinary development inferring what can be achieved through good process.!!
Other examples were also briefly highlighted; the work of architect James Stirling at Wycombe was 
an investigation of new urban forms researched through technological construction, which the 
speaker pointed out is of course how vernacular architecture was developed; the means of build-
ing with local materials and available skills. New Hall in Harlow was illustrated as an example of 
how a new settlement was created. The layering of spaces being intrinsic to the success of this 
and the simultaneous working of the architecture or the individual units with the evolving urban 
pattern.!!
Mark suggested that successful Planning looks further into the future than the Developers that are 
initiating the buildings. He referred to studies carried out by Savills UK Property Research qualify-
ing that new housing developments that have been invested with good design have accrued land 
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value that increases over time. And Community Interest Companies undertaking development can 
retain an interest in land to be developed and so benefit in the long term. Mark explained examples 
of development where Master Plans that establish infrastructure and provide rules for development 
have been successfully realised through the implementation of Design Codes. He gave examples 
of different ways of developing particularly the inspiring examples of Southern Germany where 
development is undertaken through the formation of collectives companies and ownership includ-
ing the public space remains in collective ownership. The inspiring examples of Frieberg (‘the 
greenest city in the world’) showed how breaking away from the model of development being pro-
vided by mass house builders offers and achieves so much more. Mark Pearson concluded by 
saying it is also time to look at established successful alternative types of ownership and illustrated 
this with the shared spaces of Alms Houses; these shared spaces offering so much to both the 
private and public spaces.    !!
�  The Social Logic of Space. Camebridge University Press 1984. Professor Bill Hillier and Professor Julienne Hanson.i

�  www.hdawards.orgii


