
Examples of emerging Neighbourhood Plan policies 

Devonshire Park, Wirral  

(draft policies consulted on in March, more policies may be produced, currently in process of 

applying for NA & NF status) 

 

 

 

 

 

Justification:  

The Devonshire Park area contains a number of large Edwardian and Victorian villas and 

semi-villas, of which a high proportion has been converted into bedsits and small flats.  

These conversions have often had a detrimental effect on the character of the 

neighbourhood, with front garden walls demolished to provide paved parking areas on 

former front gardens.  The additional households also result in high levels of on-street 

parking (particularly as the neighbourhood is close to the Tranmere Rovers Football ground, 

which on match days generates a lot of non-resident parking).  

The overall level of converted flats is 4.1% in Wirral(7), whilst there are 220 buildings 

converted into flats in Devonshire Park, representing 34% of the total dwellings in the area.  

This level of over-development has been highlighted as a problem by 69% of respondents to 

the Residents’ Association questionnaire, carried out over the summer of 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Devonshire Park - Policy 1 

The development of new purpose-built blocks of flats and the conversion 

of existing property into self-contained flats or bedsits will not be 

permitted. 

 

Devonshire Park - Policy 2 

New family and sheltered housing will be permitted, both as new development and 

conversion of existing property.  Front and rear separation distances, building 

heights, plot frontages and set backs should be comparable to those of plots in 

close proximity.  Open plan frontages will not be permitted in order to restore and 

preserve the predominant character of the area.  Development should complement 

or enhance the local distinctiveness of its surroundings through sensitive design, 

including appropriate siting, orientation, scale, materials, landscaping, boundary 

treatment and detailing. 



Justification: 

The principle of re-introducing family housing to the area has been highlighted by the 

majority of respondents to the Residents’ Association questionnaire.  

Re-use of existing buildings for family housing will help to restore the balance of households 

within the Devonshire Park area.  Some buildings have already been converted back from 

bedsits to single family dwellings and this is to be encouraged.  

Where re-use of existing buildings for family housing is not viable or practicable, the Policy 

allows for the redevelopment of the property for 2 or 3 storey family dwellings, of an 

appropriate scale and setting to match adjoining property.  The retention of garden walls and 

front gardens will be encouraged by the restriction of open plan frontages.  

Sheltered housing is housing that is purpose built or converted exclusively for sale or rent to 

elderly people with a package of estate management services and which consists of 

grouped, self-contained accommodation with an emergency alarm system, usually with 

communal facilities and normally with a resident warden. 

 

 topic focused 

 Justification makes good use of evidence – 34% converted properties and resident 

survey support of policy 

 Clear definition of sheltered housing provided 

 Evidence should be clearly referenced e.g where does 34% figure come from? 

  



Balsall Heath Neighbourhood Plan, Birmingham 

(Neighbourhood Area designated, draft policies consulted, BCC have requested 

Sustainability Appraisal) 

 Draft consists of 4 area wide policies (sustainable communities, community 

infrastructure, local centres, open space and conservation and design) and 7 place 

specific proposal (policies to be finalised). 

 Policy on community infrastructure and local centres resists restaurant/takeaway 

activity, may need supporting evidence and potential further definition i.e all A3 and 

A5 uses? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy BH2:  Community Infrastructure and Local Centres (SP17, SP18, SP19, SP20, 

SP39, SP46, SP51 and Local Centres SPD) 

The NDP seeks to maintain and enhance community and physical infrastructure 

throughout the Plan area, but in particular improving the vitality and viability of the local 

centres (Moseley Road and Ladypool Road) through: 

a) encouraging the development of further community facilities to ensure that an 

appropriate array of health, policing, education, sporting, leisure and other related uses is 

available to the local residents 

b) supporting the effective management of traffic, congestion and parking, especially 

in and around the local centres and other community facilities  

c)  the strengthening of the retail, office and entertainment roles of the local centres 

with a focus on the Moseley Road centre for neighbourhood scale community facilities; 

‘out of centre’ retail and restaurant/takeaway activity will be resisted 

d) supporting the continued development and improvement of the Ladypool Road 

centre in conjunction with the Stratford Road Business Improvement District and the ‘Balti 

Triangle’; ‘out of centre’ retail and restaurant/takeaway activity will be resisted 



Allendale Neighbourhood Development Plan, Northumberland   

(Currently scoping policy options, due to consult on these in the autumn)  

Scoping policies on: 

 Management of growth 

 Environmental protection 

 Housing delivery (2 examples below) 

 Affordable housing (1 example policy below) 

 Rural business development 

 Residential conversion of redundant buildings 

 Demolition & reconstruction of disused buildings 

 Residential extensions 

 Small scale renewable energy schemes 

 

 In conformity with Tynedale Core Strategy commitment of annual supply of at least 6 

new dwellings per year 

 Policy directs scale of development and restricts any single development to a 

maximum of 6 dwellings 

ANDP 6: Housing Delivery 

Provision shall be made through the grant of planning permission for the delivery of an 

annual equivalent average of at least 6 new dwellings per year throughout the plan period. 

Monitoring by the local planning authority will seek to ensure that at least a rolling five year 

supply of deliverable housing sites remains available in the parish to meet objectively 

assessed and demonstrated housing needs. 

ANDP 7: Scale of Housing Development 

Planning permission will be granted for housing development schemes of up to 6 dwellings 

grouped together and designed to be readily visually assimilated into the landscape, urban 

fringe or townscape associated with their setting. 



 
 

 

 Provides clear criteria of where affordable housing exception sites will be supported 

 Local needs and local connections criteria need to be defined, may base this on 

Northumberland National Park Authority Core Strategy criteria  

 

 

Thame Neighbourhood Plan, South Oxon 

(Frontrunner supported by NALC and consultants, NA designated, currently consulting on 

draft neighbourhood plan) 

 

 Extensive draft plan covering 5 themes with several policies under each theme 

 Looks at new retail in the town centre; options for a new community facility, 

improvements to walking and cycling; how a key site should be developed and open 

space improvements  

 

 

Retain public parking on the Cattle Market site 

The Cattle Market provides an important role in supporting the town centre by 

providing 126 parking spaces. Any future redevelopment must maintain this number 

of parking spaces. 

ANDP 8: Affordable Housing Exception Sites 

Planning permission will be granted for affordable housing that meets a proven local need on 

greenfield and previously developed sites that directly adjoin existing settlements (specify 

settlements?) and as additions to, extensions or conversion of existing groups of buildings in 

countryside locations provided that: 

(a) The site is accessible to public transport or can be accessed on foot or by cycling sufficient to 

safely and conveniently meet the reasonably anticipated daily shopping, social, education, leisure 

and employment needs of the occupiers; 

(b) First and subsequent occupation is by a person or family meeting local needs and local 

connections criteria (to be defined elsewhere, in text of Plan or Glossary of terms/ definitions); 

(c) Those needs cannot be met by provision of affordable housing on any site whether by new-

build or conversion within existing settlements in the parish (settlements to be defined?); and 

(d) Occupation of the development by persons demonstrating that they meet local needs and 

local connections criteria will be controlled by planning condition, planning obligation or other 

appropriate legally binding mechanisms which shall have permanent effect. 



 

Ardingly Neighbourhood Plan, Mid Sussex 

 
(Currently drafting policies) 

 
Identified policy headings: 

• Protection of countryside 

• Biodiversity and protection of natural habitats 

• Rights of way and recreational facilities 

• Community facilities and assets, local services 

• Historic environment 

• Economic development and policies for major businesses 

• Housing- numbers/ mix/sites 

• Affordable housing 

• Character and design 

• Securing Infrastructure, eg allotments, traffic management 

• Ashdown Forest Safeguarding  
 

Also investigating a small number of housing sites  

 

Upper Eden Neighbourhood Development Plan,  

(Examination Neighbourhood Plan produced – publication consultation ended 26th Sept) 

Consists of 7 policies: 

 Rural Exceptions Housing for Local People  

 Housing on Farms  

 Housing for Older People  

 Housing Densities  

 Fibre to the Premises  

 Monitoring and Development Rates 

 LSC De-designation Policy 

  

  

Provide a cycle route to Haddenham and Thame Rail Station 

Contributions will be sought from all new development towards the funding of a cycle 

route to Haddenham and Thame Parkway Rail Station. The cycle route to be jointly 

implemented by Oxfordshire County Council and Buckinghamshire County Council. 



Others 

 

Exeter, St James (urban, central Exeter) 

http://exeterstjamesforum.org/userfiles/PDFs/St%20James%20Draft%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pd

f 

 

Walton, Leeds (Parish Council) 

http://www.walton-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Final-Draft-Publisher-Neighbourhood-

Plan.pdf 
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