
ST IVES AREA NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (SIANP) 
 
Housing Group Terms of Reference (Draft)  
 
1 The Housing Group will: 

• provide a locally accountable and representative lead for creating the Housing 
element of the Neighbourhood Plan; 

• agree the initial scope of the Housing section of the Neighbourhood Plan prior to 
early public engagement; 

• confirm, subject to consultation with the steering committee, the scope of the 
Housing section of the Neighbourhood Plan following analysis of early and 
subsequent community engagement. 
 

2 Decisions made by the Housing Topic Group should normally be by consensus at Housing 
Group meetings. Where a vote is required each member shall have one vote. A minimum of 
six members shall be present where matters are presented for decisions to be taken. A 
simple majority will be required to support any motion. The Chair, or in their absence the 
Vice-Chair shall have one casting vote. 
 
3 Housing Group members shall declare Interests at meetings where appropriate. 
 
4 Conduct 
 
 The Housing Group will follow the code of conduct set out by St Ives Town Council. The 
Housing Group as a whole is accountable to the wider community for ensuring that the Plan 
reflects their collective expectations. The Housing Group will achieve this through applying 
the following principles: 

• Work with mutual trust and respect, and combine their expertise; 
• Be clear when their individual roles or interests are in conflict; 
• Provide minutes including action points and decisions from  Group meetings to the 

Steering Group via minutes produced by the Housing Group Secretary 
• Treat everyone with dignity, courtesy and respect regardless of their age, gender, 

sexual orientation, ethnicity, ability, or religion and belief; and 
• Actively promote equality of access and opportunity. 

 
5 Aim 
 
To create a plan that addresses the housing needs in sustainable communities until 2030. A 
sustainable community is defined as ‘a place where people want to live and work, now and in the 
future’ and  

 is economically prosperous 

 has decent homes at prices people can afford 

 enjoys a well-designed, accessible and pleasant living and working environment 

 is efficiently , effectively and fairly governed with a strong sense of community 

and in addition, gives due consideration to the impact of development proposals on the countryside. 

 

 



6 Tasks  

Our task is to produce a housing policy for the SIANP, in the context of the proposals 

made within the Cornwall Local Plan, setting out:  

 

 the appropriate numbers, locations, and types of housing 

 the principles to be applied to all proposed housing developments in the plan’s 

area.  

 

This policy shall be based on our assembly of the evidence to support a housing policy in 

the neighbourhood plan, the evidence to include but not be limited to facts, local 

opinions, constraints, desires and principles and therefore our assessment of the 

assembled evidence. Our tasks therefore are to: 
 

 Quantify housing need, including assessment of the requirement for each type and size of 

dwelling. 

 Quantify existing availability 

 Identify Brownfield sites which may be appropriate for development. 

 Identify existing empty properties  

 Identify Greenfield sites which may be appropriate to develop 

 Identify Greenfield sites to protect 

 Identify and seek engagement with developers  

 Explore possible affordable housing development not requiring market funding 

 Explore ways of phasing developments over next 17 years given that a large number of 

developments are in process or have been given permissions.  

 Identify appropriate design standards, including appropriate minimum space standards. 

 Consider the impact of residential development on infrastructure requirements generally. 

 Consider how developments which enhance a sustainable community can be encouraged. 

 

Protocols (What do we want to do?) 

Do we need/wish to develop a set of protocols that define the scope of proposed developments? 

For example 

50% of all developments need to be affordable housing (how to define?) and the need for the 

development to be established (ie knowing which specific local people the need is for). If the need 

cannot be established then permission cannot be granted. 

A protocol that restricts any further development like Trevarrack. No further holiday villages , 

caravan sites, no further developments that prevent 52 week all year around occupation ? 

A protocol to ensure County Plan need is met over the remaining years to 2030 not blown all at once 

in one major development? 

 

Any others – there must be ……. 


