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1. Introduction 

 

This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012, section 15(2). Part 5 of the Regulations states what 

a Consultation Statement should contain: 

 

(a) Contains details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 

(b) Explains how they were consulted; 

(c) Summarises the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; 

(d) Describes how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant, 

addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan 

 

This Consultation Statement summarises all the statutory and non-statutory consultation that 

has been undertaken with the community and other relevant statutory bodies and stakeholders 

in developing St Ives Area Neighbourhood Development Plan (St Ives Area NDP). It describes 

how St Ives Area NDP has been prepared on the basis of community consultations and how 

concerns have been addressed and what changes have been made to the final NDP as a result 

of the pre-submission consultation. 

 

Detailed records of the all consultation exercises, comments and feedback are presented in the 

appendices and can be found at http://stivesnplan.wordpress.com/consultation-responses/. The 

summaries given in section 4 of this document are highly simplified representations of the huge 

volume of responses that have been considered and worked with. Community consultation has 

been at the heart of the preparation of St Ives Area NDP and the volume of this work is 

reflected in the responses on the webpage. 

 

Examples of publicity material and other related supporting documentation is also presented in 

the appendices.  

 

2. Aims of the Consultation 

 

The aims of the St Ives Area NDP consultation process were set out in the objectives of the 

Communications Strategy in July 2013 (see Appendix 1):  

(a) The overall objective of the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is to allow people in 

the communities of St Ives, Carbis Bay, Lelant and Halsetown to determine their own 

future development; 
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(b) The NDP should be a popular process, with inclusivity at the heart of a democratic 

process of decision making; 

(c) Achieve full community consultation, where it has not been achieved before; 

(d) Make sure people don’t ‘fall through the net’ in NDP consultations, i.e. ensure the 

inclusion of all sections of the community; 

(e) Build a groundswell of support going in to the final referendum. 

 

In order to achieve these objectives, a set of guiding principles was drawn up: 

(a) We need to go out to people, not expect them to come to central meetings;  

(b) Present the NDP in bite-size chunks;  

(c) Use local people for consultation and use local expertise, as a principle before hiring 

outside advisors;  

(d) Face to face conversation is the most effective method of communication;  

(e) Maintain a big online presence, to save on resources;  

(f) Use social media sensitively when reaching out to young people;  

(g) Topic groups need to be supported in their consultation activities;  

(h) As members of NDP working groups, our own individual actions in informing people 

about the NDP can be a useful check on the overall inclusivity of the NDP.  

 

The concept of a NDP Roadshow was developed to help achieve principles (a), (b), (c) and (d). 

This meant representatives of the NDP attending meetings of other organisations, taking a stall 

to annual parish events or the local supermarket for the morning, in order to reach people who 

wouldn’t normally come to a central meeting.  

 

3. Background to the Consultation 

From the outset of drawing up St Ives Area NDP, it was agreed that community consultation 

was to form the bedrock of the creative process, not be a series of presentations of work 

already done. The initial idea to produce a NDP came from the community and was taken up by 

St Ives Town Council a year later. A Council - community partnership was established, with an 

inclusive and open structure - see Appendix 2 and Table 1 below. An Inclusivity group was 

included in the structure to hold an overview of community engagement and monitor Objective 

(d) and the guiding principles in particular.  
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Table 1 Timeline of St Ives Area NDP Start-Up 

February 2013 Initial scoping meetings – Lelant, Carbis Bay and St Ives 

 

March 2013 Public meeting to discuss aims, issues and operating structure 

 

April - May 2013 Set up of Topic Groups, with community volunteers as Chairs 

• Housing 

• Built Environment 

• Open Spaces 

• Culture and Heritage 

• Transport 

• Local Economic Development 

• Amenities and Facilities 

• Inclusivity 

Appendix 4 shows the invitation letter sent to 138 community 

organisations. Meetings were also advertised in the local 

press.  

May 2013 Set up of Steering Group, with Topic Group Chairs and 5 town 

councillors, town councillor elected as Chair 

 

Once topic groups were established, they began collecting evidence relevant to their issue – 

from the Penwith Local Plan 2008, the emerging Cornwall Local Plan, NPPF and other local 

strategies that have been produced by the council and/or community groups in the past twenty 

years (see Basic Conditions Statement and Evidence Base Review for details). All topic group 

meetings have been fully open meetings. Thirty-four community volunteers have been actively 

involved for the duration of the entire process, with others coming in and out along the way. 

 

The steering group became a quasi-committee of the town council, with the Mayor, Deputy 

Mayor and Cornwall Council representatives as ex-officio members. Appendix 3 shows the 

Terms of Reference for the steering group and topic groups. 

 

The operating structure has facilitated an inclusive and participatory process throughout the 

production of St Ives Area NDP and has resulted in strong feelings of community ownership of 

the Plan, in line with the original intention of the 2011 Localism Act.  

 

The following section details how these community-led topic groups have engaged with the 

wider community.  
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The website (https://stivesnplan.wordpress.com/) has, throughout the entire period, kept 

everyone informed about meetings and events and up to date with the progress of the NDP.  

 

4. St Ives Area NDP Consultation Record 

 

Consultation has been on-going, but the nature and content of questions and information has 

followed distinct stages or ‘rounds’. Table 2 shows the full consultation record for St Ives Area 

NDP, by round. 

 

Parish-wide mailings are show in RED; specific NDP events are shown in BLUE, Roadshow 

events are shown in ORANGE; statutory consultees are shown in GREEN; other types of 

communications are shown BLACK.  

 


